Artists make ornate ink works
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with unique technique

Big Ink makes impression at Pawtucket Arts Festival by carving their own niché
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PAWTUCKET — On top of a table
outside the work/live spaces at River-
front Lofts sits a 4-by-8foot wooden
block with a carved-out image of a
man and a woman standing in the
moonlight.

It's based on a photo Enrique
Figueroda took in White Sands, N.M.
The pair in the original picture are
nude, but Figueroda added bathing
suits to the subjects on the wood
block to make it appropriate for chil-

Andy Laverty, of New Bedford, stands
with the wood block he designed.

sat at a table outside the 35 studios
open to visitors from 11 a.m. to 4
p-m. on Saturday.
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dren who may be visiting this facet of
the Pawtucket Arts Festival.

Oil-based black ink is rolled liber-
ally over Figueroda's block, which is
then placed on a press. A sheet of pa-
per is placed on top, and Lyell Cas-
tonguay turns a spoked lever that
moves a roller across, transferring
the ink onto the paper.

Castonguay is the director of Big
Ink, a company based in East Hamp-
ton, Mass., that works with artists to

Big Ink was here last year but did
the ink transfers by hand. In March,
it lJaunched a Kickstarter for a porta-
ble etching press and was able to sur-
pass its goal of $9,000 in a month.

Castonguay went to school for
printmaking, graduating from the
New Hampshire Institute of Art in
2010.

He and his girlfriend, Carand Bur-
net, formed Big Ink in 2012 after find-
ing that many artists were interested
in the printmaking process but hesi-
tant to try it on their own. The com-
pany allows artists to submit propos-
als for large prints — at least 24-by-36
inches.

Accepted artists are given two
months to carve their designs before
meeting at a host venue to have their
works printed.

“This is a really good way to con-
tinue to work on my own stuff and

create large-scale black-and-white
woodcuts. Big Ink selected five artists
to be part of a woodcut printmaking
demonstration held Saturday outside
Riverfront Lofts, in partnership with
XO0S Exchange Street Open Studios
and part of the Pawtucket Arts

Festival.

“That's what's great about the art
festival: there's something new every
year,” said John Baxter, chair of the
Pawtucket Arts Festival Board, as he

Big Ink director Lyell Castonguay, second
from the left, works with artists Andy
Laverty, John McKaig and Debra Olin to
print Enrique Figueroda's woodblock de-
sign.

also work with other people,” Cas-
tonguay said.

Big Ink accepted five artists for
Saturday's event: Figueroda, John



McKaig, Debra Olin, Andy Laverty
and David Hazlett. Respectively, they
live in New York, Pennsylvania,
Somerville, New Bedford and Rum-
ford. Each artist gets three prints of
the design on their block.

“I saw the Big Ink open call on so-
cial media,” Figueroda said, “and I
was like, ' Whoa, this is amazing,' be-
cause I love printing woodblocks, es-
pecially large ones.”

Figueroda's woodblock was by far
the largest of the five. He said he cre-
ated it on such a scale because he
originally planned to have it steam-
rolled, which did happen in New
Jersey in June.

Laverty said he began messing
around with relief printing about 15
years ago but that the work he
brought Saturday is his first really
big woodcut. He studied graphic de-
sign in undergrad and is now at grad

One was Felicia Tuohey, a print
maker who has a studio in Middle-
town. She had heard about Big Ink on
Facebook and found it fun to watch
the process, which she described as
“very ambitious.”
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student at the University of Mas-
sachusetts Dartmouth, majoring in
printmaking.

He said of Big Ink's event at XOS,
“It's an opportunity for anyone to go
on a way huger scale than they usu-
ally are allowed to.”

Laverty's image is of a bare-
chested woman with wavy, volumi-
nous black hair standing amid sky-
scrapers. He got his inspiration from
pop culture and media, noting the
myriad of magazines that feature a
central female on their covers.

Artists who do relief printing use
typically woodcutting tools like
gouges and chisels, Laverty ex-
plained. Relief printing is subtractive,
meaning the marks made through
carving become white space while
the rest is black.

The five artists gathered on Satur-
day helped each other out with the

Enrique Figueroda carries his woodprint
design into Riverfront Lofts, to be hung in
the entrance.

printing, and with hanging the prints
inside the Exchange Court entrance
to Riverfront Lofts. The prints would
be hung up for Saturday only - in
conjunction with Exchange Street
Open Studios — and then the artists
would take their prints with them.

Visitors passing in and out of X0S
stopped to observe the process and
take pictures.



